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Collapse of the Maya Civilization

Spain Established as Catholic Nation
Valdivia Shipwrecked

Survivors take refuge with Maya
Beginning of the Protestant Reformation
Hernan Cortes lands on Cozumel

French Bucaneers sack the island
Smallpox and emmigration reduces Cozumel
population to 300 }

Henry Morgan raids Spanish Ships from Cozumel

Haciendas begin developing across the Peninsula
Hidalgo revolts to start Mexican Revolution
Jean Lafitte uses Cozumel for refuge

Mexico gains independence from Spain

Yucatan Peninsula declares independence
starting the Caste War

Mexican American War

11 families take refuge on Cozumel

Santa Anna Exiled

Outbreak of Civil War in the United States
Mexican Army defeats Napoleon Ill at Puebla
Cozumel offered for sale to the United States
Santa Anna Introduces Chicle to US Businessman
Wrigleys begins selling chewing gum from chicle

Caste War Ends

Cozumel is Primary port for chicle distribution
Airbase is built to fight German U-boats in Gulf
Jacques Cousteau Publishes Documentary on

Cozumel Reefs, beginning the age of tourism
on the island
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Tracks on this program are not specific to a
location. Explore the town, relax by the pool,
or take a drive. This program is the perfect
companion for your journey.

Track Point of Interest

01 Introduction

02 TIME OF THE SPANISH CONQUEST

03 Swallows

04 Ixchel

05 Arrival of the Spanish

06 COLONIAL PERIOD ®
07 The Spanish Encomienda

08 New Races and Social Divisions

09 Haciendas

10 Pirates 4
11 INDEPENDENCE PERIOD

12 Sale of Cozumel

13 Caste War

14 San Miguel Church

15 Chicle Boom

16 Caribbean Architecture

17 MODERN PERIOD

18 Airbase

19 Island Tourism

Colonial Legends

The island of Cozumel, land of the Swallows, is the first place
Europeans encountered the Maya civilization. That encoun-
ter, in 1519, was the beginning of massive changes that
would sweep through the Americas over the next 500 years.
Nowhere would those changes be felt more than here on
Cozumel. With each consecutive wave of change, the island
and its people have adapted. The island has recently
become a refuge for tourists, thanks to underwater enthusi-
ast, Jacques Cousteau. But, in a way, the island has always
served as a refuge - to the Maya, pirates, and for those
caught up in the Caste War. The persistence of Cozumel’s
inhabitants is an inspiring story of the human spirit.




Ferries to San Miguel

Ferries to Cozumel leave from Playa del Carmen every hour. The
ferry takes 30 to 45 minutes and docks in downtown San

Miguel.

Cruise ships dock at Punta Langosta, International, or Puerta
Maya. Punta Langosta pier is in downtown San Miguel. From
the other two piers, you will need to take a taxi or walk the 2.5
miles north up the coast to downtown San Miguel (about a 45

minute walk).
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