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Pirates in the Caribbean

Piracy in the Caribbean reached its peak by the early
1800s. Spain, France, and England competed for the
bounty of natural resources in the New World. It was
from the Yucatan that the Spanish ships freighted
massive amounts of gold back to Europe. Bucaneers and
pirates thrived from the treasures stolen from Spanish
merchant ships. Isla Mujeres was a favorite port for some
famous pirates including Jean LaFitte and Henry Morgan.
The home of one pirate, Fermin Mundaca, can still be
found on the island.




